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NELS JOHNSON - CLOCKMAKER 


™ 4838 - 1915 


This is a copy of Nels Johnson's account of his life written in his 76th year. 


In addition to clockmaking, which became the hallmark of Nels Johnson's 
career, he owned and operated a machine shop in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In 
Manistee he started another machine shop which was lost in the fire of 
1871. He built another machine shop, boiler works and foundry located on 
the present Rengo property between Water and First Streets. ‘Two of the 
three original buildings remain, Mr, Johnson found it necessary to study 
astronomy at the University of Michigan for his clockmaking business, 


As an adjunct to his Century Tower Clock manufacturing, he built a telescope 
in the early 1900's which he later donated to Manistee High School. 

Century Tower Clocks can be found throughout Michigan and the United States 
and in other countries - India, China and England. 


Nels Johnson was a member of the American Astronomical Society and the 


Astronomical Society of the Pacific. About 1914 an article about his 
accomplishments was published in the American Magazine. 
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Partial List of Purchasers of CENTURY TOWER CLOCKS 


Comstock Bank Bldg., Big Rapids, MI 

City Hall, Ludington, MI 

Mason County Court House, Iudington, MI 
Court House, Cheboygan, WI 
Grand Traverse Court House, /Traverse City, MI 
Church, Gaylord, MI 

Court House, Ithaca, MI 

M.E. Church, Grand Rapids, MI 

St. Josephs Church, Manistee, MI 

Guardian Angels Church, Manistee, MI 
Congregational Church, Manistee, MI 

T,C. Larsen; Wholesale & Retail Merchant, Manistee, MI - two clocks 
Manistee County Savings Bank Bldg., Manistee, MI 
Manistee Brewing Co., Manistee, MI 

Wm. Beverly, Merchant, Manistee, MI 

A.O. Wheeler, Manistee, MI. 

Canfield Tug Line, Manistee, MI 

A.N, Johnson, Manistee, MI 

P.T. Glassmire, Manistee, MI 

M.E. Church, Manistee, MI 

Ford St. Union Depot, Detroit, MI- 

United States Customs ,House. Detroit, MI- 
United States Customs House, Memphis, TN 
United States Customs House, San Jose, CA 
Times Mirror Bldg., Los Angeles, CA 
Church, Postville, IA 

Church, Good Thunder, MN 

Church, Pellican Rapids, MN 

Court House, Fond du lac, WI 

Church, Fond du Lac, WI 

Church, Watertown, WI 

Zions Church, Milwaukee, WI 

Bethlehem Church, Milwaukee, WI 

12th St. Lutheran Church, Milwaukee, WI 
Church, Philadelphia, PA 

Church, Rochester, NY 

Court House, Gatesville, TX 

Court House, Denton, TX 

World's Fair Bldg., Chicago, IL (1893) 
M.E. Church, Battle Creek, MI 

Isabella Tobarns College, Iucknow, India 
Hospital, Chengtu, West China 

Court House, Pontiac, MI 

Charles Shannabrook, Los Angeles, CA 
Xenia Court House, Xenia, OH 

Church, Detroit, MI 

Church, Grand Haven, MI 

Court House, St. Joseph, MI 

City Hall, Lansing, MI 

Church, Michigan City, IN 

Church, Arcadia, MI 

Court House, Greensburg, IN 
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